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Notes from the President 
Mark Blevins, National President 
 

First off, thank you to the Alpha Rho Chapter of Kansas for hosting such a 
fantastic 2018 Conference. Our Co-hostesses were incredible (super job 
you two), the accommodations were great (opening night in the museum 

was a great start), the setting was excellent (I don't know that I would have spent as much 
time in Manhattan if it wasn't for Doug Jardine and his colleagues), and the speakers were 
phenomenal (some of those were just what I needed to hear). Plus, the pep band from      

K-State was quite peppy.  

 

Second, be sure to get your applications ready for the upcoming deadlines. Extension 
Leadership Conference proposals are due in early November while most of our 
Scholarships, Grants and Recognition nominations are due on December 1st. I love to see 
our national resources find their way to the professional development opportunities that 

mean the most to our members. Be sure to get your application in soon. 

 

Lastly, our strategic planning process will begin before the next newsletter goes to press. 
Please share your ideas for how Epsilon Sigma Phi can best serve you and members, life 
members, or potential members like you. I'd also like input on how we can serve people 
that aren't at all like you so we can best serve the Extension profession and the 

professionals who we are reaching now and who we need to reach in the future. 

 

Oh, and I enjoyed my time with the Minnesota Pi chapter during their online annual 
meeting and the Colorado Zeta chapter's online auction. Thanks to the chapters that are 
trying something different to connect with your members...and keep doing the same things 

that keep working to serve our peers. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
November 9, Deadline extended  for RFPôs for the Extension Leadership Conference in February 2019 

December 1, Deadline for PILD scholarships, Professional Development Mini Grants, Administrative Leadership and Angus  

            Professional Development Scholarship Applications to the National Office 

2019 ESP National Conference: October 14-17, 2019, Colorado Springs, Colorado 

2020 ESP National Conference: October 5-8, 2020, Rochester, New York 

On Going 
2019 ESP Membership Campaign 

https://epsilonsigmaphi.wildapricot.org/2019-conference
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2018 Kansas Conference Professional Development Experiences 
By Mark J. Platten, Committee Chair 
 

We received a lot of positive feedback regarding the quality of professional development offered through 
concurrent sessions, posters, lightning sessions, and keynote speakers.  Combined with the results from 
the conference evaluation, our 2019 professional development team will be working with the Colorado 

Springs planning committee to develop conference tracks for the 2019 Conference, so be on the lookout for the Request 

for Proposals (RFP) by the end of November.   
 

We are also in the process of identifying the wants and needs of our life members.  Along that line, the professional 
development committee will be sending out a survey to our life members by the end of 2018 to inform us on what things 
we might be able to do for them.  I anticipate some great activities at the 2019 National Conference since one of our past 

National ESP presidents, Laurel Kubin, is anchoring it! 
 

Finally, since we had such a good response to the two national webinars last year, we will be sending out an RFP for 
those who might be interested in sharing your knowledge and skills.  Again, our committee will identify focus areas along 

with a rubric. 
 

We are looking forward to a great year and hope you find our trainings valuable.  Looking forward to seeing many of you 
in my home territory of Colorado Springs October 14-17 next year!  It will be hard to outdo the Kansas team, but we are 

up for the challenge! 

https://epsilonsigmaphi.wildapricot.org/2019-conference
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Thank you, Donors to the Development Fund 
David S. Ross, Member, Resource Development and Management Committee  

 

The Development Fund, our endowed fund, is growing and is supporting many professional development 
and recognition programs.  I invite you to donate but also to go onto the website to see the funding 

opportunities for scholarships and grants, and the support given to and received from your state. 
 

During our 2018 Campaign Year we received $24,963.00 in donations and in our 2019 Campaign Year 
we already have $27,110.00 in donations.  For 2019 just over $31,000 is available in our budget from earnings of the 

Development Fund to support programs.  More details follow. 
 

The RDM Committee has changed its Campaign Year from September 1 to August 31 to now June 1 to May 31 with 
recognition at conference for anyone reaching their next Key Level by September 1 .  We have adjusted our reporting to 
reflect this.  The campaign year now starts with the early registration for conference so there is no overlap of years.  Thirty

-one donors were recognized at their new Key Level this year. 
 

The 2018 Campaign Year adjusted to end May 31, 2018 had a total of $24,963.00 in donations.  This included $12,998 
from pre-registration and during conference donations at the 2017 conference, $1,965 in early 2018 (Jan - May) and 

$10,000 in a matching challenge donation. Total donors were 184. 
 

The 2019 Campaign Year started June 1, 2018, and through October 15 includes $2,767 in non-conference donations 
from 17 donors and $8,343 for conference related donations from 117 donors.   In addition, $16,000 has been given for a 
new Named Fund Donation toward a $25,000 pledge, our first named donation under this new program.  The total so far 

this year is $27,110.00 and the campaign runs until May 31, 2019. 
 

The growth of the Development Fund is paying off in support of our professional development and recognition programs.  

I encourage you to give a few dollars toward professional development in your current or past profession of Extension. 

 

      Thank you Billy Warrick  

 for the awesome 2018 ESP National Conference photos!!! 
 














